
Dear BHMS Community –  
  
I write to you again today to let you know about the thoughtful planning taking place at 
school for all scenarios related to the coronavirus, or COVID-19.  Talk about 
coronavirus is everywhere and just as you may have questions about the situation, your 
children may have questions as well. Please know that when questions about 
coronavirus come up at school, they are handled in true Montessori fashion, in an 
age-appropriate way. If questions come up at home, here are some helpful resources to 
guide you in how to talk to children of different ages:  
 

●  Child Mind Institute  
● New York Times Parenting 
● NPR 

 
In all circumstances, our focus remains on maintaining the safe, supportive, calm 
environment in which the children do their best learning. 
 
We are aware that two independent schools in Manhattan are closed today for a 
thorough cleaning, related to a specific concern in their schools. Since the news of 
coronavirus has been reported, I have remained in close touch with most of the other 
independent school heads in the NYC area. We communicate via an email list, and we 
are all consulting resources maintained and updated by the New York State Association 
of Independent Schools (NYSAIS) and National Association of Independent Schools 
(NAIS). While we may be taking different steps, one broadly held position is that we 
would close school for an extended period only in response to a targeted request or 
general order from the NYC Department of Health. In fact, the NYS and NYC 
Departments of Health have specifically asked schools not to close without close 
consultation with local health departments. 
  
In the meantime, we: 
  

● Continue to monitor information from the CDC, NYC Department of Health, and the NYS 
Department of Health 

● Work with faculty to make plans for how to continue teaching students in the event of an 
extended school closure 

● Actively encourage good hygiene protocol for everyone at our school such as regular 
handwashing, coughing into sleeves, avoiding handshakes, etc. 

● Request that our community members stay home if they feel ill and not return to school 
until they are symptom-free 

● Employ a professional cleaning service to clean the school nightly 

https://childmind.org/article/talking-to-kids-about-the-coronavirus/
https://parenting.nytimes.com/childrens-health/coronavirus-kids-talk
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/28/809580453/just-for-kids-a-comic-exploring-the-new-coronavirus


  
  

We know that this is an unsettling time. Each day what we knew to be true the day 
before seems to have shifted. I take strength in remembering that our work at BHMS 
remains steadfast, with our children at the center, and supported by all of us in our 
strong and caring community.  

I will continue to keep you updated as the situation changes. Thank you for your help 
and partnership. 

Best, Stephanie 

  
 


