
Dear BHMS Families, 
 
I couldn’t be more thankful for moments like this morning when our students came together for a 
simple school sing-a-long in the Firehouse. Even the Twos joined in! In times such as these, 
where reports flood us with unsettling and difficult news, hearing our students’ voices reminds 
me of the tremendous gift of our strong community.  
 
Over the past 24 hours, I have heard many concerns from families, faculty, staff, and students, 
as to the ever-shifting nature of the impact of the coronavirus. With that in mind, I have made 
the decision to close the school this Friday, March 13 to allow our faculty to fully prepare 
for the possibility of a long-term closure after spring break.  Thursday, March 12 will be a 
regular school day with afterschool running until 6:00pm.  
  
Closing school is not a decision I take lightly. I recognize that this may create a hardship for 
many families, and at the same time, I believe this is the most responsible course of action 
given the information available to us now. While we cannot predict what the situation with 
coronavirus will be weeks from now, it is important we are prepared to support remote student 
learning should the circumstances require us to keep the building closed.  
 
On Thursday, students will be sent home with materials to be used in the event school is closed 
after spring break. These materials are only to be used in the event that we have to close after 
the break.  
 
This situation will continue to develop in the weeks to come, so please read the information 
provided in this email and the linked resources. Right now, we ask everyone to stay calm and 
stay informed.  
 
Exposure 
I want to stress that at present we have not been informed of any member of our community 
who has been exposed to the coronavirus. If you, a member in your household (including 
caregivers), or a person you have been in close contact with is being evaluated for or has been 
diagnosed with the coronavirus, we require that you immediately contact Robin Walker-
Randolph.  All emails will be kept in strict confidence. 
 
Travel 
We understand that some of our families will travel for spring break. If your family has plans to 
travel to any of the countries ranked on the CDC’s Travel Risk Assessment List, per the CDC’s 
guidelines, you must inform the school by emailing Robin Walker-Randolph and then self-
quarantine at home for 14 days after you return. Knowing this is a fluid situation, we will enforce 
this protocol for travel to any country or area that may get added to the CDC list.  
 
School Buildings are Closed 
Over the break, all school buildings will be closed to families.  We will be restocking our supply 
of disinfectants, paper supplies, and hand sanitizer.  We will also have a hospital-grade cleaning 
performed at the end of the break. 
 
BHMS Preparation 
Teachers have been diligently working on curriculum plans in the event of a protracted closure. 
While our Montessori curriculum relies heavily on our material rich classroom environments, we 
are working hard to ensure our students can continue their studies from home in an age-
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appropriate way, with the remote support of their teachers. Should this be necessary, we will be 
in touch with more specific information. Please remember that even if we don't reopen on time 
we will not be "canceling school," but rather shifting it online for a while. 
 
Technology 
In the case of a prolonged school closure, access to technology and the internet at home will be 
important for students in Kindergarten-8th grade to continue learning. To help us assess 
everyone’s situation, please be sure an adult in your household has filled out the technology 
survey below.   
 
Family Tech Survey 
 
After Spring Break 
Our current plan is to reconvene the faculty and staff on Monday, March 30 with school 
reopening on March 31. We will be in touch over Spring Break to confirm this.  
 
As always we appreciate your understanding, support, and partnership. Be well. 
  
Sincerely,  
Stephanie Pax Flanigan  
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7TnNzMe6r0AXgSb0DYtpFHbtjTT37c0YuIYnzNKMNoD3kSQ/viewform

